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This should be the word for not just this week, but for next 40 days of Lent. 
This church season ends the day before Easter. This was another word asked 
for by one of our members. The question could be asked, “What is the proper 
use of the cross?” It used to be that if a person was wearing a cross you would 
know that they are a Christian. But sadly, there are those who wear a cross 
who wear it simply as jewelry. I can remember seeing pictures of Madonna 
wearing a cross. Although it is not my place to judge, I have a great deal of 
questions as to her belief in Jesus as her savior and lord. This was epitomized 
by a story that was told as a true story of a woman who went to a jewelry story 
to by a cross. After looking at several, she said the clerk, “I want one with the 
little man on it.” 

 
Should we wear crosses around our neck, or display them on shirts, or in other ways? The cult, the 
Jehovah Witnesses says “no.”  First they argue that the word “cross” in the Greek New Testament means 
“stake.” And secondly, they see the idea of wearing a cross as form of idol worship. 
 
First, it is true that the Greek word “stauros” literally means “stake.” The Romans lined certain main 
highways with stakes or posts in the ground where crucifixions would take place. The criminal would then 
carry the cross beam through the streets, often tied to it, to the place of crucifixion. That cross beam would 
then be attached to the stake, forming what we call a cross and there they would die. This is why we 
translate that word, cross.  
 
Should we wear a cross? Based upon the fact that the cross was a cruel form of capital punishment, we 
as Christ followers should not display them without some reverent and thankful thought of what it means. 
Today the equivalent would be an electric chair or a needle, or rifle or noose. And so let us not casually 
use it but recognize the kind of suffering Jesus because of our sin.  
 
Is it idol worship to wear a cross?  In the church we have many symbols we use. We display a Bible and 
a candle on the table in the worship center. We have a cross on the organ speakers.  These are symbols. 
The Bible symbolizes the centrality of our belief that our only authority is the Word of God. The candle 
symbolizes Christ being the light of the world. The cross symbolizes Christ atoning work on the cross as 
our savior. These are symbols, not idols. These point us to God and Christ, but we do not worship the 
symbol. Only God is to be worshipped.   
 
And so, the use of the cross in jewelry and clothing and in other ways is appropriate and can be a witness 
to our faith in Jesus. It can proclaim our belief in Christ and identify us as a Christ follower. IT can also be 
a conversation starter. The next time you are having a conversation with a person you do not know who 
is wearing a cross, you might say to them after pointing to your own cross, “Oh, you believe in Jesus too.” 
Something to think about.  

 
(If there is a word you would like me to cover, let me know) 

In Christ Alone 
 



 Mid/week Lift and Sunday morning 

1. We will use the full name of any member 
or regular church attender. 

2. For all others, we will provide the 
relationship of the person giving the request 
to the person being prayed for (e.g. the 
neighbor of Pastor Gary).  We will try our 
best not to use the first name of the 
person for whom the request is made.  

3. We will provide only the necessary 
information to aid in your prayer. 

4. If you really need more information, you 
can contact the person making the request. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER REQUESTS 
- On Sunday morning, there is a new yellow 
form for prayer requests. When you fill out 
the yellow form, please carefully read the 
form. We are asking that you only include 
the first and last name of the person 
needing prayer if you have been given 
permission by the person to do so. There 
is a box to check if you have been given 
permission. Otherwise, only fill out the 
person’s relationship to you. If you have any 
questions, please contact Pastor Gary. 
Remember we are seeking to be respectful 
and sensitive to all individuals, which is the 
Biblical mandate which commands us to 
love one another. 
 

 

Sunday
March 8th, 2026

At Noon

At Dover Valley
Restaurant

Please See Nancy
Smith to RSVP

Widow and Widowers Luncheon

Save the Date:

April 12th, 2026




