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'he Word of the Week — Consensus

The basic definition of “consensus” is “general agreement.”
Consensus is reached when everyone in the group assentsto a
decision, even if some do not fully agree with or support all aspects of
it. It differs from a vote but may include a vote in the process of decision-
making. It is a part of our Brethren history and polity.

Although the process may include a vote, it differs from a pure vote. As
we have seen in our country’s election process, people vote for their
candidate. When their candidate does not win, many will do whatever
they can not to support the candidate who won and try to stand in their way. This also happens in the
Church. A person who voted against an idea or person will not always support them and may either be
openly combative or passive-aggressive in opposition. And so, the voting process can be divisive.

Consensus also differs from unanimity. The difference is subtle but important. Unanimity requires all
participants to agree on every aspect of the decision and maintain undivided support of the decision. In
unanimity, all group members’ personal preferences are satisfied. One big problem is that this can stall
decisions that need to be made while waiting for unanimity. There could also be manipulation and
conversion to help a person change their mind and conform with the group.

“Consensus is a cooperative process in which all group members develop and agree to support a
decision that is in the best interest of the whole. In consensus, the input of every member is
carefully considered, and there is a good-faith effort to address all legitimate concerns. Legitimate
concerns will take the form of questions and statements about the option that might not serve the
congregation’s best interests. As concerns are raised, the group seeks to understand and attempt
to resolve them.”

“When listening and clarification don’t resolve the expressed concern, we have several options
available to us. We can offer to make the concern a point of record, so that the person with
reservations can support the initiative of the whole without abandoning their personal integrity.
The individual with reservations can also agree to “stand aside”, which is to say that their concern
has been appropriately vetted, and the individual is willing to let the group move ahead in spite of
the reservation. This also means that the concerned individual will support the decision outside

of the decision-making room.”
(Susan Beaumont specializes in the unique leadership needs of large churches and synagogues. The Center for Congregational Health)

At the end of the day consensus implies commitment to the decision, which means that you oblige yourself

to do your part in putting the decision into action. Let us continue to strive to live out our decision making

in this way as we seek to support one another as partners in the ministries and missions of this church.
In Christ Alone



Thursday, April 23
at 5:30 pm.
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AS GOD HAS FREELY GIVEN TO US, SO WE
FREELY GIVE

On Saturday, April 25 we have the privilege
and joy to put this into practice at the Biggest Yard
Sale in Adam’s County. As a church, we will be
giving away free bottles of water which will have
a sticker reading, “Jesus gives Living Water,” and
our website address. We also have a spinner
game for children to play for free prizes. We need
more helpers. We will be handing out water from
8 to 11 or whenever we run out of water. If you
can help us even for an hour, see Pastor Gary or
sign up this Sunday on the sign-up sheet in the
lobby.
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pro'v\‘i/ding and serving lunch to volunteers and those families
receiving items on May 6 when New Hope Ministries brings their
mobile “food bank” to Trinity Lutheran Church in East Berlin.
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SAVE THE DATE - CELEBRATE LOVE
FEAST - On May 3, immediately following
our 9:00 AM Celebration of Praise
Worship, we will gather in the Gathering
Place for Love Feast. This is a wonderful
three-fold celebration and worship. It
begins with foot/hand washing, which
reminds us of Jesus’ command to love one
another through humble service. We will
then fellowship together with a common
meal of several kinds of soup. The worship
will conclude with the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper as we “remember the Lord’s
death untii he comes.” Everyone is
encouraged to join us. There will be
childcare available for children 6 years of
age and under in the main building.

"0 nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves."

Phillippians 2:3



Save the dates:

Free Puppet Show

By Yahdah Ministries

Vacation Bible School " e e hach May 9th @ 7PM

Bermudian Church
August 2nd — 6th,

2026

We will update when
registration opens!!
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will meet at Louise Julius' home :‘ S e willimeetion rS‘day
beginning June 10 at 1:00 pm. We E. { \
will meet for five weeks ending July
8. Our time will be 1:00 pm — 2:30
pm. Our study will be Max Lucado's
"Hope is Here," a study of the Holy
Spirit. This study is open to all, but
will be a great opportunity for ladies
who do not like to drive after dark.
Sue Deardorff is facilitating, but the
study will be shared leadership by all
present. Available space for 6 people,
so don't delay. There are one or two
steps to enter the home. Great study
and fellowship opportunity.
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Don't delay!

lgnite Youth Meetings:
2232026 @ 5530
4126/2026 Youtth end Parent Meeting on
Hershey Park TP

5/6/2026 @ 5:30

527 [/2026 @ 5:30
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