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This should be the word for not just this week, but for next 40 days of Lent. 
This church season ends the day before Easter. This was another word asked 
for by one of our members. The question could be asked, “What is the proper 
use of the cross?” It used to be that if a person was wearing a cross you would 
know that they are a Christian. But sadly, there are those who wear a cross 
who wear it simply as jewelry. I can remember seeing pictures of Madonna 
wearing a cross. Although it is not my place to judge, I have a great deal of 
questions as to her belief in Jesus as her savior and lord. This was epitomized 
by a story that was told as a true story of a woman who went to a jewelry story 
to by a cross. After looking at several, she said the clerk, “I want one with the 
little man on it.” 

 
Should we wear crosses around our neck, or display them on shirts, or in other ways? The cult, the 
Jehovah Witnesses says “no.”  First they argue that the word “cross” in the Greek New Testament means 
“stake.” And secondly, they see the idea of wearing a cross as form of idol worship. 
 
First, it is true that the Greek word “stauros” literally means “stake.” The Romans lined certain main 
highways with stakes or posts in the ground where crucifixions would take place. The criminal would then 
carry the cross beam through the streets, often tied to it, to the place of crucifixion. That cross beam would 
then be attached to the stake, forming what we call a cross and there they would die. This is why we 
translate that word, cross.  
 
Should we wear a cross? Based upon the fact that the cross was a cruel form of capital punishment, we 
as Christ followers should not display them without some reverent and thankful thought of what it means. 
Today the equivalent would be an electric chair or a needle, or rifle or noose. And so let us not casually 
use it but recognize the kind of suffering Jesus because of our sin.  
 
Is it idol worship to wear a cross?  In the church we have many symbols we use. We display a Bible and 
a candle on the table in the worship center. We have a cross on the organ speakers.  These are symbols. 
The Bible symbolizes the centrality of our belief that our only authority is the Word of God. The candle 
symbolizes Christ being the light of the world. The cross symbolizes Christ atoning work on the cross as 
our savior. These are symbols, not idols. These point us to God and Christ, but we do not worship the 
symbol. Only God is to be worshipped.   
 
And so, the use of the cross in jewelry and clothing and in other ways is appropriate and can be a witness 
to our faith in Jesus. It can proclaim our belief in Christ and identify us as a Christ follower. IT can also be 
a conversation starter. The next time you are having a conversation with a person you do not know who 
is wearing a cross, you might say to them after pointing to your own cross, “Oh, you believe in Jesus too.” 
Something to think about.  

 
(If there is a word you would like me to cover, let me know) 

In Christ Alone 
 



 Mid/week Lift and Sunday morning 

1. We will use the full name of any member 
or regular church attender. 

2. For all others, we will provide the 
relationship of the person giving the request 
to the person being prayed for (e.g. the 
neighbor of Pastor Gary).  We will try our 
best not to use the first name of the 
person for whom the request is made.  

3. We will provide only the necessary 
information to aid in your prayer. 

4. If you really need more information, you 
can contact the person making the request. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER REQUESTS 
- On Sunday morning, there is a new yellow 
form for prayer requests. When you fill out 
the yellow form, please carefully read the 
form. We are asking that you only include 
the first and last name of the person 
needing prayer if you have been given 
permission by the person to do so. There 
is a box to check if you have been given 
permission. Otherwise, only fill out the 
person’s relationship to you. If you have any 
questions, please contact Pastor Gary. 
Remember we are seeking to be respectful 
and sensitive to all individuals, which is the 
Biblical mandate which commands us to 
love one another. 
 

 

Sunday
March 8th, 2026

At Noon

At Dover Valley
Restaurant

Please See Nancy
Smith to RSVP

Widow and Widowers Luncheon

Save the Date:

April 12th, 2026



 

Prayer & Praises  
• Joanne Miller’s surgery went well. Pray for 

continued recovery. 
• Please pray for a friend of the Obryan's son, 

who had a stroke on Friday and is now 
battling brain bleeds and blood pressure 
issues.  

• Please pray for Keith Eisenhart's family 
due to Keith’s sons passing. 

• Bonnie Tyson requested prayer for medical 
concerns for her granddaughter.  

• Please pray for Bill O'Bryan who has been 
diagnosed with human metapneumovirus. 
This is very serious for him because of his 
autoimmune issues. He also has experienced 
severe migraines for three weeks.  

• Please pray for the mother of Susan 
Deardorff's Bible Adventure supervisor. Her 
mother has been in the hospital for about a 
week for what appears to be heart problems. 
So please pray for healing for the supervisor's 
mother.  
 

• Emily Lipsitz requested prayer for her mom, Liz, for 
healing and that she wouldn’t need surgery, as well as 
for the family to help with things. 

• Galen & Marilyn Julius requested prayer for the family 
of their daughter-in-law. Her sister passed away 
suddenly last week. 

• Please pray for the brother-in-law of Gary and Tammy 
Breighner. He was admitted to the hospital last night 
with multiple blood clots in both lungs. These are a 
result of cancer. He will go to a rehab facility for pt 
and ot after the hospital stay.  

• Please pray for Wilmer Price. He passed out and fell 
yesterday at his home and was taken by ambulance to 
UPMC West Shore Hospital. They are running tests. He 
thinks the cause may have been a lack of food and 
dehydration 

• Good Morning, please pray for Joanne Millers Father 
in-law. He was taken to the hospital with confusion 
and dehydration. She is asking for the doctors to have 
the wisdom to know how to help and for his healing. 

 
Prayer requests are in for 2 Mid-Week Lifts, the smaller type 
is last week's with updates (if we have them). The larger 
type is the most recent info. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

CBC Weekly Prayer Point 

I know, brothers and sisters, that I am on a 
soapbox this month about prayer. I am not 
aware of any other way to develop a 
relationship with God, Jesus Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit than to pray. Prayer will cleanse the 
mind and open the heart to what the Holy Spirit 
is trying to tell us. So, prayer should be 
between them and you. Matthew 6:5-8 says it 
better than I: “And when you pray, you shall not 
be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the corners 
of the streets, that they may be seen by men. 
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 
But you, when you pray, go into your room, and 
when you have shut your door, pray to your 
Father who is in the secret place; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you 
openly. And when you pray, do not use vain 
repetitions as the heathen do. For they think 
that they will be heard for their many words. 
Therefore, do not be like them. For your Father 
knows the things you have need of before you 
ask him” (NKJV). 

Please pray for these congregations and 
pastors: 

• Joyful in Garrett, PA and Pastor Timothy 
Vaughn 

• Kabere in Rwanda Africa and Pastor 
Bahati Daniel 

• Kabonga in Burundi Africa and Pastor 
Kagoma Didace 

• Kapernaum in Tanzania Africa and 
Pastor Elisha Said Regegela 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 02/18 
 

Ellen Krauses’ Birthday 

6:00 pm – Light Supper – Ash Wednesday 
Service 
7:45 pm – Men's & Women's Choir practice 
 

Saturday 02/21 

7:00 am – Men’s Breakfast – Dover Valley 
Restaurant 

Sunday 02/22 
 

09:00 am – Come Worship 
10:00 am – Intersection’s Café  
10:20 am – Sunday School 
 

Monday 02/23 

6:30 pm – Open Gym Night  

Tuesday 02/24 

 Mervin Good III’s Birthday 

 Susan Parr’s Birthday 

Wednesday 02/25 
 

Deb Henry’s Birthday 

6:30 pm – Life Group 
 

Saturday 02/28 

Nancy Smith’s Birthday  

Sunday 03/01 
 

09:00 am – Come Worship 
10:00 am – Intersection’s Café  
10:20 am – Sunday School 
 

Monday 03/02 

Greg Verbosky’s Birthday  

Meat Canning 

 

 

Tuesday 03/03 

 Newsletter Assembly 

6:30 pm – Women’s Fellowship 

Wednesday 03/04 
 

Nicole Miller’s Birthday 

6:30 pm – Life Group 
 

Friday 03/06 
 

Larry McKinley’s Birthday 

Allen Smeltzer’s Birthday 

Sunday 03/08 
 

Randy Becker’s Birthday 

09:00 am – Come Worship 
10:00 am – Intersection’s Café  
10:20 am – Sunday School 
12:00 pm – Widow’s/Widower’s Luncheon at 
Dover Valley 
 

Tuesday 03/10 

Joanne Miller’s Birthday 

Charlotte Smith’s Birthday 

Wednesday 03/11 
 

Marilyn Julius’ Birthday 

Barb Stern’s Birthday 

6:30 pm – Life Group 
 

Saturday 03/14 

Dawn Hunt’s Birthday  

Sunday 03/15 
 

09:00 am – Come Worship 
10:00 am – Intersection’s Café  
10:20 am – Sunday School 
 

Monday 03/16 

Galen Cook’s Birthday 

Rick & Kim Shearer’s Anniversary 


